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Charlotte Community Association Mission and Vision Statements

M
V

ISSION: To build a stronger community and to enhance the lives of our residents by providing a forum for sharing information,
connecting neighbors and stakeholders, and fostering civic engagement while preserving and promoting the heritage of the Village of Charlotte.
ISION: A safe, vibrant, and inviting place to live, work and visit; a family -friendly community and a year-round destination celebrated for its
rich history and natural resources.
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M

T Ed is thrilled to make its home in the historic Penny Arcade in
Charlotte. Formerly housed at 75 Stutson St., the desire to grow our
program offering indicated a need to have our own dedicated space. The
space at 4785 Lake Ave. is a perfect home for MT Ed with its wide open
spaces, a stage, and proximity to outdoor spaces.
low program participation cap which allows for
meaningful learning experience.
Summer at MT Ed also brings our teen
program, which will be submitted for
participation in the Rochester Fringe Festival.
This year, our teens will rehearse and perform
the regional premiere of The Lightning Thief,
the Percy Jackson Musical. Our performances
in past Fringe Festivals have earned us Critics
Choice recognition and high praise in the media.
Photo of August, 2020 Summer Camp
provided by Music Theatre Education

B

eginning the week following July 4th,
students in grades 2-8 can participate in
2 week camps in which they will rehearse and
perform a musical. This summer the musicals
will be: Peter Pan, Jr., Night at the Wax
Museum, Mary Poppins, Jr., and The Little
Mermaid, Jr.
What makes our program different than other
theatre camps in the area? MT Ed’s Artistic
Director, Tina Crandall-Gommel is a Masters
degree teacher with an undergraduate degree
in theatre and dance. Her staff is made up of
qualified educators who provide programming
in a nurturing environment, tailored to the
developmental needs of program participants
and a focus on the whole child. Our campers
experience daily outdoor time, like playing on
the playground, sand time or yoga at the
beach, or simply taking a walk. MT Ed has a
www.charlottecca.org

We also have a program for our Tiny Talents,
ages 4-6. This summer, our smallest
performers will participate in a one week, half
day camp exploring theatre, and dance with a

Photo of the Prince and the Frog
provided by Music Theatre Education
song through the story of Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs.
For teens that are not necessarily
interested in performing, MT Ed offers an
internship program where students in 8-12
(MT ED continued on page 2)

(585) 865-6101
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CCA Youth Engagement Committee - “Express Yourself!” ~by Barb Lake, Board Liaison

A

re you tired of confinement?
Get moving and learn more
about the CCA Youth
Engagement Committee!
Here’s just a few of the
activities we have to offer families:
Project S.O.W. Food Gardening
with Justice in Mind is a project
for teens that introduces them to gardening, with
additional foundations in justice and leadership.
Young people can expect to learn, lead,
collaborate with others, and explore the power of
their own voice and a sense of agency as a part of
what it means to grow food as a skill for personal
and for community empowerment.
Food from the garden to the table and pantry is a
introduction to what to do with an
overabundance of harvested items. Learn how to
dry herbs, infuse vinegars, make jam, water bath
canning and more
Food drive partnerships and collaborations
Civic Engagement, with connections to local
government. Learn to navigate the channels of
local government. Learn who the local leaders are
and why local government matters, how

technology is used to serve citizens,
understand how your voice matters
and discover how and where you
can make a difference. Yversha M.
Roman, Monroe County Legislator
for the 26th District, has interactive
activities to engage youth and is a
member of our youth committee.
Theatre – MT Ed, our new youth program partner
and CCA Platinum Sponsor, offers performance
opportunities for students in 1st -12th grade (see
page 1). Check out their Facebook page or
website www.musicaltheatreeducation.com!
Participate in 4-H community projects that
improve your neighborhood Learn by doing!
 Align with others who share your passions or

can help you learn new things, find your niche
 Public Presentations – help from research to

presenting; learn how to find a mentor that
aligns with your goals
 There’s more to discover…join us!

Attend monthly meetings and suggest workshops
that identify with your goals; contact Barbara Lake at
lakebarbara@yahoo.com to learn more.

(MT ED continued from page 1)

grade can learn about all aspects of theatre that do not involve
performing, such as directing, choreography, vocal direction,
stage management, stage crew, costuming, scenic design,
lighting, sound, and prop fabrication. Our interns get to spend
time working side by side with our professionals learning about
their chosen field of interest.
Our internship program is busiest in the summer, however
interns can work with us any time of the year. We have many
opportunities for performers and interns throughout the year.
MT Ed offers a full production season of musicals and plays,
community theatre productions, an improv troupe, show choir,
dance and acting classes for our Tiny Talents, a full dance studio,
as well as private lessons in voice, acting and dance.
We are excited to become involved in the CCA and look forward
to inviting families to join us. For further information regarding
our programs and registration visit our website at
musicaltheatreeducation.com
CCANewsNY@gmail.com

www.charlottecca.org
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Charlotte Community Association (CCA) Youth Engagement - Why 4-H?
~by Barb Lake, Board Liaison

T

he CCA offers and/or partners with 4-H
programming. Why 4-H? This nationally
recognized program, America’s largest youth
development organization, features positive youth
development and mentoring programs to empower
over six million youth across the United States. 4-H
believes in the “power of young people” and Monroe
County has a multitude of benefits for youth age five
and up! From skill building, educational showcases,

special interest clubs to
improve the world around
you, nutrition and wellness,
scholarships, career
exploration and statewide
opportunities! Parent’s get involved and embrace
“Learning by Doing” while making memories with
your kids and their friends. Email:
lakebarbara@yahoo.com for more information.

Remembering Bob Stevenson and Mike Parker
by Marie Poinan

Charlotte lost two giants in March. Both Bob and Mike were tireless workers who promoted the area and
encouraged others to join in the celebration of their neighborhood.
Bob Stevenson

B

ob Stevenson served as the Northwest District City
Councilman from 1987 to 2007. Before that, he
enjoyed a 30-year career as a science teacher, which
included a stint as a physics teacher at Charlotte High
School. Bob was without a doubt the “Energizer Bunny” of
the Northwest, attending numerous meetings throughout
his district and participating in countless community
events. He supported the NET offices as they transitioned
into Neighborhood Service Centers. He championed the
Genesee River through his support of the LWRP (Local
Waterfront Revitalization Project) along with Bill Davis from
the Charlotte-Genesee Lighthouse. Both were instrumental in
promoting the Riverway Trail throughout the city and
north through Charlotte, from Turning Point Park to the
Bill Davis Overlook and the Lighthouse Trail. During his

time on City Council, Bob saw the repaving of Lake
Avenue, the renovation of the Terminal Building and
Robach Community Center
Bob and his wife Mary lived on Albemarle Street and
were active in Pac-Tac and the Maplewood Neighborhood
Association. What I remember most was that Bob served
as an annual volunteer tour guide of the Maplewood
Gorge during River Romance. It was sad that Mary had
passed by the time he and Mary were honored in 2016 with a
plaque in Maplewood to commemorate their years of tireless
devotion to the area.
Bob loved Rochester.
He always did his best to promote the city that he loved.
Bob, you will be missed!

Bob with family at Dedication of
Stevenson Trail, Oct. 2016

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

(Remembering Mike Parker continued on page 7)

Bob at Public Market by Jim Farr
www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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Kite Flight returns to the Shores of Lake Ontario, May 16
~ Fred Amato, Secretary OBPPC

T

he annual Kite Flight, returns to Ontario
Beach Park on Sunday, May 16th from
12 pm till 4 pm. The event, presented by
the Ontario Beach Park Program Committee,
the City of Rochester, and Monroe County
will again feature demos by expert kite
flyers, strolling jugglers and other street
performers, kite making and craft
workshops, and kids activities hosted by the City’s
award-winning, ”Rec on the Move “staff. Refreshments
will also be available by the expert chefs from the
Charlotte Neighborhood Association as a fundraiser for
this the oldest of City neighborhood associations.
Committee Chair Jim Far stated, “We are delighted that
we can begin to bring back family favorites, such as the

kite flying. We have modified the event to
meet State and County COVID-19 guidelines,
but still provide a great way for families to get
out and recreate in our region’s bountiful
parks and greenspaces.”
Masks and social distancing will be required by all
attendees and numerous sanitizing stations will be
available. The Schedule of events and listing of entertainers
will be posted soon. Check back for updates on all this
summer’s events in the beach and port area.

IF you have specific questions about the event or ideas for
activities to add to the schedule contact the committee at
585-865-3320.

New efforts with Youth are “Sprouting!” in Charlotte ~By Barb Lake, Board Liaison

T

he Leadership Academy, in partnership
with the CCA has developed a School
Garden Project under the direction of the
Monroe County 4-H program. Vaughn
Collins, the Leadership Site Coordinator
said, “When Barbara Lake shared this wonderful prospect
with me of a community garden one morning in March, I
couldn’t refuse.” This opportunity for our Leadership
students offered new life experiences that some of our
students would be interested in.
“In my role as the Community School Site Coordinator
at Leadership Academy and the conduit between the
school and the Charlotte Community, I knew that this
would be another occasion to continue to develop
this relationship.”
He immediately mentioned the staff member who has a
relationship with the majority of the students, Eric
Meister, or “Sgt. Meister”, as he is affectionately called

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

is the JROTC teacher here at Leadership
Academy. After sharing the vision of
Youth Engagement, with Meister,he
immediately took ownership of the
project, stating:
“These students are driven by purpose, direction and
motivation. This is another ‘leadership opportunity’
for our young men. I can’t wait to see all they can do!
I appreciate the partnership with CCA and 4H.”
This program along with the JROTC program will enhance
learning of attributes such as discipline, teamwork,
responsibility, and science.
“Our plan is to grow enough produce and intend to
donate some of its harvest to the less fortunate in our
community” Vaughn said. “Whatever way we
introduce one of the 4 Pillars of a Community
School, help in the creation of a healthier and more
equitable resilient school community, I am all in.”

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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Health & Wellness Program for Seniors

E

piscopal SeniorLife
Communities has expanded
its Northeast Greece
Neighborhood Program — a
health and wellness initiative for
seniors — to include individual
wellness coaching and support.
The program is typically offered
at Beatrice Place, located at 600 Denise
Road in Northeast Greece, and is being
offered virtually through Zoom technology
with the gradual addition of in-person
classes beginning in May. Assistance is
available for those who are not familiar
with Zoom. Classes include meditation,
exercise, weekly talks on positive thinking,
plus educational programs such as

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

computer courses, creative writing and
book discussions. A complete schedule
of activities is available at
www.EpiscopalSeniorLife.org/
neighborhood-programs.
Spring Special! If you join the
Northeast Greece Neighborhood
Program during the month of May, you
will receive one free month of an annual
membership.
Consider taking part in this exciting program –
space is limited! To register or for more
information, contact Becky Hurysz at
rhurysz@EpiscopalSeniorLife.org or
585.546.8439 x4412.

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101

6

Charlotte Community News

may/ June, 2021

Joseph D. Morelle - U.S. Representative for New York

W

e made a promise to Americans that we would
take swift, decisive action to provide the support
families and workers need to get through the COVID-19
crisis—and I’m proud that with the passage of the
American Rescue Plan, we’ve delivered on that promise.
This comprehensive, $1.9 trillion package will have
real, meaningful effects for our community. It marks a
massive step forward in our efforts to defeat this
pandemic, revitalize neighborhoods across the country,
and fuel a future of sustained economic growth.
I’ve always prioritized the needs of working families,
which is why I’m particularly pleased that this legislation
makes bold investments to ease the burden on parents. By
expanding the Child Tax Credit to $3,000 per child (or
$3,600 for those under 6) and providing the option of
monthly payments, we are taking critical steps to provide
peace of mind and financial security for families as they
navigate this difficult time.
The legislation also strengthens unemployment

benefits for those who are still forced out of work; it
provides additional resources for small businesses that are
the heartbeat of our local economy and need our support
to stay afloat; it includes direct payments to individuals to
help make ends meet; and it takes steps to bolster swift,
accessible, and equitable vaccine distribution so that we
can get everyone vaccinated as soon as possible.
This has been a difficult year for all of us. But these
efforts will go a long way towards providing the support
and relief families need—and, hopefully, help speed up a
return to normalcy. If you have questions about the
American Rescue Plan, or need any assistance to access its
benefits, please don’t hesitate to reach out to my office.
All the best,

Congressman Joe Morelle

Jose Peo - NE City Councilman ~ Illegal Dirt Bikes and ATVs

Y

ear after year the quality of life for residents in the City
of Rochester has decreased incredibly due in large part
to the illegal dirt bikes and ATVs on our streets. In the past
few days, we have had two deaths, several accidents and a
pedestrian nearly ran over by simply walking down the
sidewalk.
We all know the danger being caused by the illegal dirt
bikes and ATVs; simply educating the public will not be
enough to curve the temptation of using them on our city
streets, in public parks, trails and on sidewalks.
We must follow the lead of Buffalo Common Council and
Albany City Council in curbing the use of these illegal
vehicles in the City. Numerous complaints from residents
and business owners are demanding action to be taken.
Buffalo and Albany have taken a lead in reducing the use of
illegal dirt bikes and ATVs. With that background, I am
requesting City Council to consider the following legislation:
1. Prepare legislation that would impose and/or increase
the fines for confiscated ATV’s, dirt bikes and any type
recreational vehicle that are known to be driven illegally
on our city streets. In Albany they are fined $650, as
well as impose a $2350 redemption fee to get them out
of the impound. $3000 is indeed a hefty price to pay,
CCANewsNY@gmail.com

and should deter people from even thinking of
riding one of these illegal machines on our streets.
2. Give Rochester Police Department the tools
necessary to move forward enforcing the laws
currently in City Code, and allow RPD to re-image
their “no pursuit” policy. This could be done by
either utilizing drone technology, or have a portal
for neighbors to submit information on addresses
of where these illegal vehicles are being
stored. This would eliminate the worry of high
speed chases turning deadly.
3. Corporate Council can review the above to send
back to council the current codes and make
suggestions of additional language to be discussed
by council.
I ask that if you support this proposed legislation to
voice your support to Speak to Council. The next two
Speak to Councils are May 11th and June 15th. You can
Speak to Council by e-mailing your concerns directly to
Council@Cityofrochester.gov or by phone to City
Council’s Office at 585-428-6175. Be sure to leave your
contact information and ask that your comment be
presented at the Speak to Council session.

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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(Remembering continued from page 3)

Mike Parker

M

ike Parker served as President of the CCA from
2010 through 2014. He and the board sponsored
many projects, the most notable being the renovation of
the Charlotte Village Cemetery. A yearly project during
“Clean Sweep,” the CCA got volunteers to clear debris and
cut down brush. The CCA also sponsored the extensive
tombstone restoration by the Seabees and raised the
needed funding by sponsoring a HarborTown Belle cruise
that raised over $1,500.00. As a result of the 3-year project,
the Seabees were honored by having a sign dedicated to them
on a section of the Lake Ontario State Parkway (LOSP) and the
City of Rochester erected a nautical flagpole in the cemetery
in exchange for the countless volunteer hours.

7

Turning Point Park. His last tour was held in 2019 when he
hosted a tour of the Charlotte Village Cemetery. In 2019,
Councilwoman Molly Clifford, Senator Joe Robach and
OBPPC chairman Jim Farr presented Mike with an award
for his many years of service.

As President, Mike oversaw the volunteers at Kite
Flight, Clean Sweep and events at the terminal building.
Mike also volunteered with the Ontario Beach Park
Program Committee, participating in events long after he
left office. He was a fixture at every Harborfest and
Lakeside Winter Celebration whether he was walking PacTac or dressing as a polar bear for the Polar Plunge. He and
his German Shepherd companion, Dyllon, could be seen
walking miles each day to spot issues in his beloved
Charlotte neighborhood.
Michael was passionate about the environment, animal
Mike loved talking about nature and the Genesee River.
welfare, civic causes and volunteering in the Charlotte.
Mike, you will be missed.
During October River Romance, Mike led a guided tour of

Clean Sweep Overlook
Kite Flight 2012 from Fred Amato

What is PCIC? *

T

he Police Citizen Interaction Committee (PCIC) are
monthly meetings, or in the case of the Rochester
Police Chief's PCIC, bi-monthly meetings. Each Section's
police Captain convenes the meetings, attended by
Section staff and representatives from various
neighborhoods groups within the Section. Topics of
discussion may include crime patterns, quality of life
issues, environmental concerns, problem locations and
crime statistics. Meetings are intended to be interactive,
where everyone is encouraged to participate in an open
dialogue.
CCANewsNY@gmail.com

Lt. Waldo leads the NW PCIC for Lake Section.
This group meets monthly the third Tuesday of each
month at 7 pm to discuss crime activities in the NW.
The NW is basically RPD’s Lake Section.
The meetings are via Zoom until further notice and you can
email Lt. Waldo at Richard.Waldo@cityofrochester.gov for
an invitation. Pre-pandemic, they were held at Aquinas
Institute, 1127 Dewey Avenue, Rochester, NY 14613 on
every third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM.
* https://www.cityofrochester.gov/PCIC/ for more information.

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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Charlotte Community Association, Inc.
“A Community That Cares”
2021 Scholarship Announcement

It’s that time of year again as college bound seniors start their search for
financial aid.
This year the Charlotte Community Association (CCA) is pleased to announce that again,
two scholarships will be awarded to college bound students who are residents of the
Charlotte community or attend the Leadership Academy for Young Men.
The CCA will award one $2,000 award which is made possible through community
fundraising and membership donations.
Another award of $2,000 is provided by a fund created in memory of Edward Watson, a
Charlotte resident and former Charlotte High student.
The requirements for both scholarships are as follows: To qualify for the Edward Watson
Scholarship the college bound senior must attend the Leadership Academy for Young
Men (formerly Charlotte High School). To qualify for the CCA Scholarship the college
bound senior must reside in the Charlotte neighborhood and attend any school, public or
private. All applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee
For many years the Charlotte Community Association has offered scholarships to
students who qualify based on academics, community service and extra-curricular
activities. We are pleased to continue this tradition as well as help facilitate with the
Edward Watson Scholarship.
A joint application will be available for both scholarships at the Charlotte Branch Library
and online at the CCA website (charlottecca.org).

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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Charlotte Branch Library ~ Open!
M, T, W, F 10:00am - 3:00pm.;
Th. 10:00am-6:00pm.
Open for browsing, research, copying, faxing,
printing, and computer access.
Curbside services also available during open hours.

The Library will be holding a huge book sale
with DVDs, CDs and BOCDs too!
Date to be announced soon.
Keep connected with the library
@charlottebranchlibrary on Facebook
and checking roccitylibrary.org.

Pick up a copy of each month's Food for Thought
Book Discussion selection at Charlotte Branch
Library by calling for curbside pickup (585) 428-8216.

Food for Thought Book Discussion
Third Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m. Registration required.
Email your request to Charlotte.Programs@libraryweb.org to receive Zoom invitation.
Pick up a copy of each month's selection at Charlotte Branch Library by calling for curbside pickup
(585) 428-8216. (See above)
May 18
The Address by Fiona Davis:
“From the New York Times bestselling
author of The Lions of Fifth Avenue comes
the compelling national bestselling novel
about the thin lines between love and loss,
success and ruin, passion and madness, all
hidden behind the walls of The Dakota—New York City’s
most famous residence.” Amazon.com

June 15
A Piece of the World by Christina Kline
From the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of the smash bestseller Orphan
Train, a stunning and atmospheric novel
of friendship, passion, and art, inspired
by Andrew Wyeth’s mysterious and
iconic painting Christina’s World.

Oppo rtu nities Fo r Creativity
The CCA Board of Directors announce:
The June, 2021 CCA Meeting
Will be held at the Robach Center
Live and in person! 7 PM
The Meeting will also be Live streamed
as it has been in the past.
Any changes will be communicated via :
www.charlottecca.org
or
https://www.facebook.com/
CharlotteCommunityAssociation

The OFC Creations Theatre Center is a multipurpose performing arts center focused on youth
theatre education and performances with classes in
acting, singing, and dance; mounting professional
plays and musicals; hosting community events and
fundraisers; presenting out-of-town nationallyknown entertainers; and providing much-needed
performance and rehearsal
space to local arts groups.
And so much more!
www.OFCCreations.com

for more information.
Eric Vaughn Johnson
Executive Director

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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CCA Meeting Dates for 2021
General Meetings
(1st Monday of every month @ 7pm)
Zoom until ?


May 3
 September 13 (pushed back
due to Labor Day)
 June 7
 July 12 (pushed back due to July  October 4
 November 1
4th weekend)
 August 2
 December 6

may/ June, 2021

GREECE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY & MUSEUM
595 Long Pond Rd.
585-225-7221
Museum Open Sundays: 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
or by appointment
Closed Mother's Day & Memorial Day weekend
Society office hours Mondays 10:00 - Noon
Upcoming Events

From Park Ave to Park Ridge
by Kathleen Britton
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m.

All upcoming programs will be presented
via Zoom.
To register, go to our Web site calendar
for instructions.
http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
"Like" us on Facebook

Sun June 27, 2021
08 am to 12 pm

Sunday, May 16, 2021
12 pm - 4pm
The Return of:

Getting a group of volunteers together to clean up Turning Point Park.

Kite Flight!
featuring

Rochester has some beautiful parks and many people love to walk them. It
has been noticed the amount of trash that is left behind from our fellow
park lovers. We have gotten permission to organize a clean up of Turning
Point Park.

Professional Kite Fliers
Entertainment
Refreshments

Would you like to help us clean up Turning Point Park?!
More information on
@ TakeOutTheTrashInTurningPointPark
or at this link:
https://allevents.in/rochester/take-out-the-trash-at-turning-pointpark/200020887157159

See page 4 for details.

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

www.charlottecca.org

(585) 865-6101
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May, 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

9

16

Kite Flight

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

CCA Meeting
7pm
On ZOOM

PCIC Meeting
on ZOOM 7pm
See pg. 8

Ontario Beach
Park 12 pm-4pm
See pg 4

23

30

24

CCANewsNY@gmail.com

31

25
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Deliver to Addressee or Current Resident

THANK YOU FOR READING THE CCA NEWS !
Subscribe to the newsletter and get a copy delivered to your home each month
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8
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10
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12

7pm
Live/ Plus
SeePg 9

13

Fri

1

Deadline
CCA News
July / Aug 2021
Articles Due

15
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18
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25

26

PCIC Meeting on
ZOOM 7pm
See pg. 7
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27
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29

30

See pg 10
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