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T he Charlotte Community Association is pleased to announce the 2019 
recipients of the $2,000 Edward Watson Memorial Scholarship, and the 

$2,000 Charlotte Community Association Scholarship.  These scholarships are 
awarded annually to a Charlotte area high school senior, and a Leadership 
Academy for Young Men (formerly Charlotte High) senior, who are planning to 
attend college in the fall, in order to help young men and women in the 
community continue their education. 

 Recipients are Joseph Brown, son of Sharonda and Joseph Brown of Dewey 
Ave, and Matthew Lyons, son of Veronica and Russ Lyons of Lake Ave.  Joseph 
will be attending SUNY Buffalo State majoring in Graphic Design.  Matthew will 
be attending St. Bonaventure University majoring in Accounting. 

 The Edward Watson Memorial Scholarship is in memory of Edward Watson, 

(Scholarships continues on page 2) 

EDWARD WATSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP/  

CHARLOTTE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP  

2019 

Joseph Brown 
2019 Winner of the Edward Watson 

Scholarship Award  

Matthew Lyons 
2019 Winner of the Charlotte Community 

Association Scholarship Award. 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org


2              Charlotte Community News        September / October, 2019 

CCANewsNY@gmail.com www.charlottecca.org   (585) 865-6101 

a Charlotte resident and former student of Charlotte 
High School is funded by donations provided by the 
former congregants of the Lakeside Presbyterian 
Church and the late Edward Watson. The Charlotte 
Community Association award is funded by donations 
and various fund raising events throughout the year. 

 To qualify for the Edward Watson Scholarship, a 
college bound senior must attend The Leadership 
Academy for Young Men (formerly Charlotte 
High).   For the CCA Scholarship the college bound 
senior must reside in Charlotte, but can attend any 

area high school. Both are based on academics, 
extracurricular activities, and community service, as 
well as any honors received, letters of reference, and 
a short essay written by the applicant. The 
Scholarship Committee assigns a weight to each of 
these categories and independently scores each 
application. 

 We congratulate Joseph and Matthew and 
thank all of the young men and women who 
took the time to submit an application. There 
is a lot to be proud of in Charlotte, as you all 
are on the way to a bright future! 

(Scholarships continued from page 1) 

 

Proud Families of the 2019 Scholarship Award Winners with CCA 

President, Jonathan Harding (L) The Scholarship Winners. 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
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C harlotte Library is 100 years old! September 5, 

2019 marks the Charlotte Branch Library’s 100th 

birthday. We want to thank you, the Charlotte 

Community, for a century of love and loyalty! Here’s 

what we have planned to commemorate this milestone: 

History of the Charlotte Branch Library – Thursday, 

Sept. 5, 2 p.m. Charlotte Library is one hundred years old 

today, and librarian Maureen Whalen will tell its story. 

Ages 14-Adult. 

 Charlotte Library Birthday Celebration – Saturday, Sept. 

7, 10 a.m – 3 p.m.  We invite you all to celebrate with us.  

   Sidewalk sale book sale – buy discards and donated 

books at amazingly affordable prices! 

We’ll have a variety of family-

friendly activities, including: 

   Petting Zoo (11 a.m. – 1 p.m.) Mini Ark Farms will 

bring some cuddly creatures for you to meet. 

   Face Painting (11 a.m. – 1 p.m.) Artist Cindy Pelc will 

decorate your face with art (ages 2-18). 

   Comedy Magic Show (1:30 p.m.) – the loveable, 

bumbling Professor Klutzo will have you in stitches with his 

antics. 

    Charlotte Community Association will be grilling 

some hot dogs and Abbott’s will have ice cream. 

   We’ll cut the birthday cake at noon! 

Charlotte Beautification Committee 
Won’t you lend a hand ? 

T he Charlotte Beautification Committee (CBC) is wrapping up another 

challenging year. Volunteers had to deal with it all this year – heat, 

flooding, and theft of many flowers. L inda Paruta, committee 

chairperson for the past 12 years, would like to thank the many 

volunteers.  In addition to securing the plants from Monroe County, and 

the City of Rochester, along with funding from the Charlotte Community 

Association, Linda herself, plants and maintains all of the large flower 

pots along Lake Avenue, as well as several others in the park and in Charlotte.  

  This is a HUGE undertaking! Many thanks to Linda and her husband Doug for their efforts. 
 This year has seen a serious drop in volunteer support, for various reasons. Many more people are 
needed to maintain these gardens. Plants and mulch are provided by the Charlotte Beautification 
Committee.  All you need is some time and a shovel. If you are interested to help close out this year, and 
dig into next year, please contact Linda Paruta at 621-6406, or email lpflowers2004@yahoo.com. 

Centennial Birthday for Charlotte Branch Library! 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
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W ell, baseball fans, the Charlotte Youth Athletic 

Association (CYAA) 2019 season (its 66th) is in the 

books!   I’m happy to report that 185 boys and girls ages 4-

12 and their families were able to have a fun filled baseball 

season. 

 The kids and parents came to one of five registration 

dates in March at Holy Cross School cafeteria. In mid -

April, parents or guardians of each registered child 

attended our Parent meeting to welcome all, go over 

general information,  rules, and age group specific league 

information. By April, players started at our Ontario Beach 

Park baseball fields. Within 2 weeks each player was 

evaluated for skills within their age group, divided into 

teams, uniforms distributed (hat, jersey, and baseball 

socks) and then, divided into evenly matched teams.  Let 

the games begin! And so they did - regularly, twice a week, 

Monday through Saturday; from early May to the middle 

of July.  

 Players were able to participate in a Skills Challenge 

Day - testing their hitting, throwing and running skills for 

each age group. Each player received a participation 

medal, and the top 3 finishers in each skill received a 1st 

2nd or 3rd place medal.  A free lunch for players and parents 

were provided by CYAA and our friends at the Ontario 

Beach Park Program Committee (OBPPC).  

 The CYAA also partnered with the Rochester Red Wings 

to sell tickets to players and families to attend a Saturday 

night game on June 29th at Frontier Field.  The kids got to 

walk on the field prior to the game and saw fireworks after 

the game. 

 Each age group finished their regular season with a 

Trophy and Pizza Night.   All 

players received a trophy. 

Players and families were 

invited to pizza and a drink, 

made possible by a generous 

donation from Wegmans.  
 

 

 

Many thanks to our network of 

dedicated parents, volunteers, team 

sponsors and benefactors, both public 

and private.  Your donation of time, 

effort, monetary and in-kind support 

to the children, is indeed commendable. 

The overall viability of the CYAA depends 

on these partnerships! 

 

 Our concession/bathroom/storage building 

continues to be a popular, as it provides much 

needed storage capacity, clean bathrooms, and a 

low cost meal and snack alternative for 

families.  Future plans include home-run fences 

and other site upgrades. If you are interested in 

making a donation, our address is: CYAA    PO Box 

12524   Rochester, NY 14612.     We are a Federal 

and NYS recognized 501c3 and all donations are 

tax deductible.  Please visit us on Facebook or our 

website  www.cyaa-baseball.com. 

CYAA (2019 season review) 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
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Join the ESLC Neighborhood Program! 
 

T he Northeast Greece 

Neighborhood Program is a 

health and wellness initiative for 

seniors in Northeast Greece and the 

Charlotte community, and has three 

main components: physical fitness; 

nutrition; and education. The 

program’s goal is to assist seniors in 

maintaining independence by 

increasing knowledge, activity levels 

and overall health by offering fun, social 

programs specifically designed for older adults.  

 Consider joining us for a FREE class during the 

months of September and October. A complete 

schedule of activities is available at 

www.EpiscopalSeniorLife.org/

neighborhood-programs/greece. 

 

To learn more about the Northeast 
Greece Neighborhood Program, 
Beatrice Place, or for questions, 

contact  

Mary Ellen VanAuker at 
585.546.8439 x4410 or 

mvanauker@EpiscopalSeniorLife.org. 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org
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T his past Session, the New York State Legislature 

passed a significant number of bills, on a diverse set 

of topics. As an Assemblywoman entering her first year in 

office, it was a humbling and empowering experience to 

represent the 136th District in what will be 

remembered as a historic year in our State’s 

history. One of the legislative packages I am 

proud we took on and I voted YES on was 

voting reforms. 

 This past January several electoral 

process bills were passed, including early 

voting. Starting on October 26th until 

November 5th of this year, every voter will 

have access to 10 days of voting (9 days of 

early voting plus Election Day). These nine 

days will include two full weekends and ensure that 

everyone will have time to get to the polls and fit voting 

into their already busy schedules. Voters will be able to 

choose from any of these locations near their home, 

school or workplace to vote from. For more information 

including voting sites, dates, and times the polls are open. 

You can check out the Monroe County Board of Election’s 

page here: https://www2.monroecounty.gov/elections-

earlyvoting. 

 In addition the NYS Legislature passed several other 

bills which provide drastically improved and expanded 

the voting process in our State. Combining the State and 

Update: New York State Assembly 

Jamie. L. Romeo 
New DMV Downtown Office 

Federal primary dates to hold those 

elections in June will avoid the confusion 

and save localities an estimated $50 million 

across NYS.  

 Also, young New Yorkers who are 16 or 

17 years of age now have the ability to pre-

register to vote, allowing them to 

automatically be activated into the voter 

rolls upon turning 18 years of age. 

 ‘The world is run by those who show up’.  

For far too long, opportunities for voters to get 

to the polls limited who has been able to show 

up and participate. With these new electoral reforms, I am 

hoping to see more voters at the polls this Fall. 

Starting on  

October 26th until 

November 5th of this 

year, every voter will 

have access to  

10 days of voting.  

Greece Historical Society 50th Anniversary Dinner 
Saturday, October 26, 2019 

Red Fedele’s Brook House 

920 Elmridge Center Drive in Greece 

T his year the Greece Historical Society is celebrating 
the 50th Anniversary of its founding. Local community 

support has played a vital role in the success of our 
mission- to preserve the past for the future. 
 Please help us celebrate this milestone anniversary at 
a dinner to be held Saturday, October 26th at Red Fedele’s 
Brook House. 
 The evening begins with a Cocktail Hour at 5:00 p.m. 
followed by a Buffet Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Music provided 
by the Greece Performing Arts Society. Guest speakers 
include New York State Historian Devin Lander and former 
Greece Town Supervisor Don Riley. A souvenir program, 
historical displays and a raffle drawing will also be a part 
of the evening. 

Tickets $35.00 each. 

Cash bar. Attire is business casual. 

Tickets and payment due on or before October 14, 2019. 

For additional info, call 585-225-7221 or email 
greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

Please visit our website to download an order form and for 
sponsorship information: 
http://greecehistoricalsociety.org/ 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org
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Update:  Molly Clifford , Northwest City Council Member 

Draft Comprehensive Plan, Rochester 2034.  

A s you may have heard, the City of Rochester 
recently launched its draft comprehensive 

plan, Rochester 2034.  The plan covers a wide 
variety of topics, from housing and transportation 
to economic growth and historic preservation. Each 
topic includes Goals and Strategies that are aligned 
with an overarching community Vision and set of 
Guiding Principles. Overall, the Plan presents a 
blueprint for growth and development.  You can 
find it at https://www.cityofrochester.gov/
Rochester2034/  

 To give you a sense of some of the things the 
comprehensive plan addresses, Healthi Kids, a 
local organization that focuses on the health, 
safety and well-being of Rochester’s children, 
highlighted several initiatives that they are excited 
about so far:  

 Improving our public parks and open spaces to 
support play for all ages and abilities;  

 Activating vacant lots by creating playable 
spaces, and supporting community gardens;    

 Enhancing neighborhood safety by 

incorporating Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design principals in the built 
environment and future projects;    

 Supporting the co-location of services at schools, 
recreation centers and libraries to ensure all 
residents and families have access to the services 
they need to thrive.  

 However, there are several other areas in which 
residents have expressed concerns. A more flexible 
approach to zoning, which can be positive in opening 
up different kinds of economic development 
opportunities, may conflict with some 
neighborhoods’ desires to focus more on housing. I 
have also heard from some neighborhood 
organizations that they did not feel their ideas had 
been considered seriously.  

 There has been a public review and comment 
period, which has just come to a close.  However, City 
Council will have to adopt this plan in the fall, so we 
remain open to suggestions.  Please let me know 
what you think via email anytime at 
molly.clifford@cityofrochester.gov!   

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org
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J ust three years after the city annexed the village of Charlotte 
from the town of Greece in 1916, the city opened the 

Charlotte Branch Library at 40 Stutson Street on September 5, 
1919. The branch occupied what was formerly the village’s fire 
house, and was the seventh in the municipal library system 
started in 1911,. Initially the library was only on the first floor, but 
in 1924 a children’s room was established on the second floor. 

 It was well used and for many years also served residents of 
Irondequoit and Greece. The Branch was open every day of the 
year from 2-9 p.m. until the Great Depression - that put the 
library system in such dire financial straits that Charlotte Branch 
was going to be “wholly abandoned.” Public sentiment saved it, 
but service was reduced to just six hours per week. By the end 
of the 1930s the branch was open six days a week; Sunday 
hours were never resumed. 

 In 1942 the city instituted a non-resident fee for users who 
did not reside in the city. The Charlotte librarians were unhappy 
with this as it meant that so many of their customers from the 
surrounding towns could no longer afford to use the library. This 
fee ended with the formation of the Monroe County Library 
System in 1952. 

 The critical issue of the 1950s for the Charlotte branch was 
the building itself. The director of the library system rated the 
Charlotte building as the “worst” in the system. A telephone 

exchange building at the corner of Lake Avenue and Britton 
Road, no longer necessary when the Charlotte area switched 
over to direct-dial, became the branch’s new home. It opened 
on March 16, 1961. It has thrived there ever since. 

 Over its hundred years the Branch has seen many changes 
and innovations: they’ve gone from hand-stamping due dates to 
charging out books on the computer. The card catalog made 
way for an on-line catalog and a website where people have 
24/7 access to information. In 1961, only printed material was 
circulated; since then it has tried to provide many rapidly 
changing forms of media, keeping up with the times. 

 What hasn’t changed is the feel of a village community 
library in the confines of the city, the friendliness of the staff, 
and the love that Charlotte has for its library. Happy birthday, 
Charlotte Branch Library. May 
you have many more years of 
serving the community. 

Join us on Thursday, September 
5 at 2 p.m. in the library’s 
meeting room for our monthly 
First Thursday History program 
for a more detailed history of the 
Charlotte Branch presented by 
Maureen Whalen. 

Charlotte Branch Library 1919-2019 ~ By Maureen Whalen 

40 Stutson St. Library 

A t our recent Cleaning Day, on Aug.3rd, we decided to cook 

hot dogs out in the front yard of the church, and offer free 

hots and drinks to all those walking by. As you can see, our 

Pastor joined in playing a bean bag game. 

 Pastor Ray Poling has been going to the Lake High Rise 

twice a month to preach the Word to those unable to come to 

church. He also provides refreshments. 

 The church celebrated 174 years in the village of Charlotte, 

so there must be a reason we are still here. Although our 

membership is small, we are a friendly, caring church in need of 

growing. Currently, the messages on Sunday have been "Living as 

Disciples".  We will be offering a Video Bible Study in September.  

We are Not as interested in 
financial donations as we 
are in offering a place for 

people to come and worship. 
If you are searching for a 

church home with a warm 
fellowship, join us!  

All are welcome! 

Lake United Methodist Church - 4409 Lake Ave, Rochester, NY 14612  
 Submitted by Peg Paradise, Church Member 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
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Charlotte Branch Library 
September / October 2019 Events 

By Paul Tantillo 
PLEASE NOTE: The library will be closed on 
September 2nd for Labor Day, on Sept. 30 for 

staff development, and on October 14 for 
Columbus Day. 

Children’s Programs: 

Science Fun for Kids - Thursdays, 
Sept. 5 & Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. Check 
Facebook for this month’s topic! 
Families 

Tail Waggin’ Tutors - Thursdays, Sept. 
12 & Oct. 10 at 6 p.m. Kids can read to 
Fritz, a certified therapy dog. No 
registration necessary. Ages 4-12 

BINGO! - Thursdays, Sept. 19 & Oct. 
17 at 6 p.m. Play Bingo and win your 
choice of books and little prizes! 
Families. 

PC Dissection! - Thursdays, Sept. 26 & 
Oct. 24 at 6 p.m. Ever wonder what’s 
inside a computer? Come help take 
them apart and find out! Families 

Parachute Play with Kim - Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 1 -1:20 p.m. 
(except Tuesday Sept. 24) 

Story Time with Kim - Tuesdays at 11 
a.m.* and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m. Art, 
music and play time mix with stories. 
All ages (*On Tuesdays, please knock 
at the Britton Rd front door as story 
time starts before the library opens.) 

Family Movie Fun - Wednesdays at 5 
p.m. and Saturdays at 11 a.m. Call 428
-8248 each week for the upcoming 
title. All ages. 

Fun Fridays - Fridays from 3-5 p.m. 
Have fun with play dough, paints and 
Legos. We even have Magna-Tiles 
now! Ages 4-12, younger children 
welcome with parental guidance. 

Parachute Play with Diarra - 
Saturdays, Sept. 14, 21 and 28, & 

Saturdays in Oct. from 10:30-10:50 
a.m. 

Craft Fun with Diarra - Saturdays, 
Sept. 14, 21 and 28, and Saturdays in 
Oct. at 11:30 a.m. Ages 6-12, younger 
with parental assistance. 

Teen Services: 

Halloween Cupcakes – Thursday, Oct. 
24 @ 4 p.m. Get in the holiday mood 
by decorating some Halloween/
harvest cupcakes. Ages 10 -16 

Adult Programs: 

Tech Tutor - Wednesdays in Sept. 

& Oct. at 11 a.m. - Receive 

individual help with computer 

basics: internet, e-mail, basic 

Word, e-books. Call 428-8216 to 

register. Adults. 

Color Your World -Wednesdays in 

Sept. & Oct. starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Let your creative side show! We’ll 

supply coloring patterns, colored 

pens and pencils. This is a great 

way to relax and allow yourself 

time to shed stress. This drop-in 

program will run ‘til 5 p.m. Adults. 

First Thursday Local 

Thursdays Sept. 5 & Oct. 3 at 2 

p.m. Monthly talks on Charlotte, 

Greece and Rochester history. In 

Sept. Maureen Whalen will discuss 

Charlotte Library’s 100-year 

history. October’s topic to be 

announced. Call 428-8216 for info. 

Ages 14-Adult. 

Food for Thought Book Club – 

Tuesdays, Sept. 17 & Oct. 15 at 1 

p.m. Our book club starts its 23rd 

season! September’s book is 

The Nest by Cynthia  Sweeney. 

In Oct. we’ll read and discuss The 

Japanese Lover by Isabel Allende. 

Adults. 

Go Green! Make a reusable bag - 

Wednesday, September 18, 3 p.m. 

Transform a t-shirt into a reusable 

bag. Bring an unused t-shirt or use 

one of ours. Some hand sewing. 

Supplies provided. Call 428-8216 to 

register. Adults. 

Altered Book Art - Saturday, 

October 12, 10:30 a.m. Participants 

will transform an existing book into 

a new treasure! Most materials 

provided, but you are encouraged 

to bring personal memorabilia to 

add to your project. If you have a 

craft knife, such as an exacto, bring 

it with you. Space is limited; call 

428-8216 to register. Adults. 

Mosaic Workshop - Wednesday, 

October 16, 2 p.m. You’ll learn the 

basics of mosaic making, then 

you’ll make a small mosaic on a 

frame or trivet blank. All materials 

provided, but bring any small tiles, 

broken (or whole) china, jewelry or 

other types of objects you might 

want to incorporate in your 

project. Space is limited; call 428-

8216 to register. Adults. 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
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Sept, - Oct. 2019 Events 
History of the Greece Police Department 

Tuesday, Sept 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Greece Public Library 

 

The Lost Wineries of the Genesee Country 
Tuesday, Oct 8, 2019, 700 p.m. 

Greece Public Library 
 

50th Anniversary Dinner 
Saturday, Oct 26, Red Fedele's Brook House 
Reservations Required See Pg. 6 for details 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

http://www.greecehistoricalsociety.org 

greecehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

"Like" us on Facebook 

Happy Birthday 

Charlotte Library  

100 years old!  

Events scheduled on Thursday, September 5th  
and 

Saturday, September 7th 

See page 3 for details 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org
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Charlotte Community Association 

“A Community That Cares” 

2019 Membership and Sponsorship Form  

Name (s):    

Company Name:    

Phone # : Email:             

Address:   

Membership Level 

☐ Seniors (62+) & Students $15.00 
☐ Single Membership           $20.00 
☐ Patron *                               $30.00 
☐ Sustaining *                         $40.00 
☐ Benefactor *                       $50.00 
 

*☐ Check here if you give permission to CCA to print your 
name and Sponsorship level in the 2017 CCA Newsletter.  

Your name will not be printed if this box is left blank. 

Sponsorship Level 
☐ Platinum: $300.00 

Double Ad (3 ½” X 3”) Space on CCA Web Homepage and 
Sponsorship page. 
☐ Gold: $250.00 

Double Ad (3 ½” X 3”) Space on CCA Web Sponsorship page. 
☐ Silver: $135 

Single Ad (3 ½” X 1 ½”) Space on CCA Web Sponsorship page. 

☐ Are you  interested in volunteering?  One time or on a committee?  Check here and we will contact you! 

Newsletter Delivery – Go Green Option: 

☐ Check here if you would like your newsletter delivered electronically to your email, above. Electronic newsletters 
will replace paper versions and be delivered one week earlier. 

Join NOW! 
Electronic: Pay online with PayPal or Credit Card at our website: http://www.charlottecca.org/rm_join-cca/ 

Paper: Complete this form and mail to CCA Membership, PO Box 12768, Rochester, NY 14612 with your payment. 
Make check payable to CCA and mail to: CCA Membership, PO Box 12768, Rochester, NY 14612 

Sponsors: 
Thank you! 

October, 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

CCA Meeting 
7pm 

Robach Ctr. 

PCIC Meeting 
7pm @ AQ 

NATE RAWLS 
BAND 

 

MUSIC MAKERS 

NOSTALGIC 
REUNION 

ROCHESTER 
METROPOLITAN JAZZ 

BAND 
     (Halloween Costumes 

appropriate) 

 

Deadline 
CCA News  
Nov./Dec. 

Articles Due 

ANDY STOBIE 
GREATER FINGER 
LAKES JAZZ BAND 

mailto:CCANewsNY@gmail.com
http://www.charlottecca.org
http://www.charlottecca.org/rm_join-cca/C:/Users/Patricia/Documents/Abruzzo
mailto:ccanewsny@gmail.com
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THANK YOU FOR READING THE CCA NEWS !  

 Subscribe to the newsletter and get a copy delivered to your home each month 

CCA Meeting  
7pm Robach Ctr. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  2 3  4 5 6 7 

8 9 10  11 12 13  14 

15  16  17 18 19 20 21 

22 23  24  25 26  
 

27   28 

29  
 

30        

PCIC Meeting 
7pm @ AQ 

 

CCA Meeting 
7pm  

 Robach Ctr. 

 

Gateswingers 

 

Rochester 
metropolitan jazz 

band 

Johnny matt 
band 

Nostalgic  
reunion 

 

 

100 Years Old 
Charlotte Library  

See Pg 3 for details 
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